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“In 2022, 12,188 claims and lawsuits against New York City were 
resolved for $1.5 billion, the highest amount in the City’s history. 

For the last 10 fiscal years, the City has paid on average 
approximately $1 billion per fiscal year to settle all claim types.”

NYC spends more on lawsuits than parks, libraries, and aging – COMBINED.
More than the next 19 largest US cities - COMBINED.
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Issue Examples

Lawsuit LendingADA AbuseWrongful Death

Passed a bill unanimously 
through the New York 

Senate.

Fighting for a 60-day cure 
period before facing 

litigation.

Successfully led a veto 
campaign.



Issue Examples

Labor Law 240

2500+ coalition pushing a 
comparative negligence 

standard.



Wrongful Death - Lobbying

Municipalities Business Medical



• Led statewide media campaigns in ’22 & ’23.

• Focused on banner ads and targeted online 
advertising.

• Print ads ran in major media outlets like the Daily 
News and Times Union.

• Trial Lawyers ran almost entirely on social media 
in 2023.

• Go to wwwNotOneMoreCostHike.org

Wrongful Death – Paid Media

Paid media campaign made for much easier 
earned media placements. 



Wrongful Death – Earned Media





Federal courts are getting fed up. Indications are these cases are moving to state courts.



"This is unquestionably being abused. The goal of these cases is just to get legal fees," said Tom 
Stebbins, executive director of the Albany-based Lawsuit Reform Alliance of New York.



“…trying to nail mom-and-pop places that can’t afford long litigation.’’





• A1684 (Woerner) / S920 (COONEY)

• Gives businesses sixty days before facing litigation

• Bill already supported by hospitality, tourism, and 
recreation advocates

• Focuses on solving the access problem, rather than 
the payouts

• Politically easier for politicians

We need more broad support on this. Too many industries have already paid off these trolls. 



In New York this is legal. The loans are mischaracterized as investments, 
shielding them from consumer protection and usury laws



According to New York usury law, charging over 16% 
voids the loan, charging over 25% is a felony.



These are just the people who went to the media.

Larry Long: Received $4000 of his $28,000 settlement – effective interest: 266%

Joseph Gill: Owed $116,00 on his $4000 loan – effective interest 70%

Carolyn Williams: $19,000 on her $5000 loan – effective interest: 76%



Why Do You Care?

Millions in advertising is being spent each week encouraging people to sue you. The 
higher the interest rate, the more speculative lawsuits that can be funded.



Bill passed state senate in 2023. 
We need more support. No cost to join.



THANK YOU

Tom Stebbins
Executive Director

Lawsuit Reform Alliance of NY
TSTEBBINS@LRANY.ORG
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